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The faculty at ASU@Lake Havasu are pleased 
to invite you to our five-part lecture series 
Community Colloquium: Pandemics. 

This series is a special merging of our Wednesday 
Night and Senior College traditions into one virtual 
event for Spring 2021 to explore different aspects of 
the current COVID-19 pandemic. Attendance is 
FREE, but registration is required to receive 
instructions for joining the virtual event. To register 
for the entire series or individual lectures, scan the 
QR code (top-right) or go to https://forms.gle/rx-
7LUmqjQvpUcFWn6. All lectures will begin at 
5:00 pm (MST).

February 10 – Cristen 
Mann, Ed.D.: Pandemic 
Impact on Supply Chains, Or-
ganizations, and People: What 
Will Change in the Future?

We plan for disasters and 
interruptions to our business-
es and daily lives, but did we 
plan for a pandemic? In today’s global environment, 
supply chains were disrupted, impacting people, 
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services, and products. Our communication changed, 
our organizational cultures were altered, and post-
pandemic expectations emerged. This presentation 
will look at how supply chains were affected and what 
pandemic driven changes will evolve in the future.

February 17 – Steven 
McCorkle, M.S., M.P.H.: 
Science: How Should It Work? 
How Does It Work? And Why 
Is It So Gosh Darn Confusing?

In elementary school we 
learned the scientific method. 
But is that how science re-
ally works? In this discussion, we examine the basic 
principles of scientific research with focuses on the 
following topics: 1. What is science and research?; 2. 
Publishing in science; 3. The Internet and science; 4. 
Misunderstanding science; 5. The language of science; 
and 6. Science in the time of COVID.

February 24 – Rebecca 
Lidstrom, D.C.: The Im-
mune System: Exactly How 
Does Our Body Fight Off 
Diseases Like COVID-19? How 
Does the Vaccine Work?

Our bodies are well de-
signed in the way we fight 
off certain diseases. With a miniature army living 
inside us, each recruit has a specific job and they all 
coordinate to fight off invaders. Who are these key 
players? How do they mount their defense? And how 
has science mimicked our own body’s natural defense 
to help with this coordinated attack? This lecture will 
explore how the human body’s immune system oper-
ates and how vaccines work.
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March 3 – Daryn Stover, 
Ph.D.: Genetic Sleuths: Trac-
ing the Origins of Infectious 
Disease and Human Suscep-
tibility

Public health organizations 
have teams that investigate 
infectious disease outbreaks, 
including disease origin, how it spreads, and its 
pathogenicity. Genetic data are crucial to these inves-
tigations. Genetic variation in the infectious agent can 
be used to trace the outbreak’s origin, which can help 
us prevent similar outbreaks in the future. Variation 
in the host can inform our understanding of disease 
susceptibility and the development of symptoms, 
which can help us develop drug treatments. This lec-
ture will introduce these topics using SARS-CoV2 and 
other outbreaks as examples.

March 10 – Joshua 
Fishlock, Ph.D.: If It Bleeds, 
It Leads. Balancing Risk Com-
munication with A Commer-
cial News Model

The American (and Ca-
nadian) model for the news 
industry is a heavily com-
mercialized, for profit model. As such, the various 
news media outlets function as a business, which 
necessitates the need to draw in large numbers of 
people through sensationalist headlines and carefully 
framed stories. However, the news must also function 
as the 4th estate and provide information to create a 
well-informed citizenry. Unfortunately, during the last 
two public health crises (the AIDS epidemic and the 
COVID pandemic), news organizations have priori-
tized advertising revenue over public health.

ASU at Lake Havasu began offering a BAE 
in Elementary Education 5 years ago, and 
although the degree has now transferred 

to the statewide program, three ASU at Lake Havasu 
students persisted to graduation. Meet two of the 
Education Graduates and hear what they have to say 
about their experiences. 

Allyssa Jebrail
I really enjoyed my time attending ASU Lake Havasu. 
Class sizes were always small, especially in my 
education courses. This made my voice feel heard in 
discussions and I felt closer to many of my professors. 
Additionally, the faculty has always been flexible and 
helpful during my education. Even though I ended 
up moving out of Lake Havasu for my last year, I was 
still able to stay enrolled with ASU Lake Havasu and 
avoid too many issues!

Teaching is important for the obvious reason that 
it prepares our next generations for their futures. 
Teaching should give kids the tools to succeed and 
excel in whatever path they choose in life. However, it 
is so much more. Students come to school from many 
backgrounds and past experiences. As an educator, 
I’ve learned that you have to meet each and every 
student where they are. This isn’t an easy task, but I 
truly want to try my best for all students to enjoy their 
time in school, especially in math.
 
I completed my student teaching at Ashton Ranch 
Middle School in Surprise, Arizona. I was in an 8th-
grade math class for the entirety of the 2022-2023 school 
year. While not every day was a cakewalk, I have had 
a blast this past year. Although my student teaching 
is over, I plan to still go to my students’ promotion. 

My student teaching experience has actually led to an 
opportunity for me at Ashton Ranch Middle School. 
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My mentor teacher is moving into counseling next 
year, and I will be taking her place as the school’s 8th-
grade math teacher. I have always wanted to teach 
math, and I already know the school, so I am quite 
ecstatic for my first year as a full teacher.

I would like to thank all my instructors. Each one 
of them was wonderful and helped to further my 
education. However, Jenna Lowder made me feel 
especially welcomed since my first day on campus. 
As my site lead, she was also always there throughout 
my journey to becoming an educator. I can safely say 
that my experience would not have been the same 
without her!

Jennifer Jaimes Gomez
Teaching is an important profession because it 
provides an opportunity to enact change, for the 
greater good of our communities. As a first-generation 
Latina student, pursuing a degree in education 
means representation. Being a Latinx educator will 
allow students to see themselves represented in the 
classroom which can serve as a source of inspiration 
and motivation. Additionally, I can help all students 
to develop a deeper understanding and appreciation 
for the diversity of cultures and see the possibilities 
and opportunities that are available to them through 
education. 

I really enjoyed my time at ASU Lake Havasu because 
I had the opportunity to learn in a small setting where 
I receive personalized support and feedback from 
instructors. Learning in an intimate environment made 
me feel comfortable to ask questions and to seek help. 
My student teaching placement varied by institution 
and grade level. During the fall term, I was 
originally placed in a Kindergarten classroom at 
Sunrise Elementary in Bullhead City. Midsemester, 
I transitioned to a third-grade classroom at the same 
institution. During the spring term, I transitioned to 
a new school, Desert Valley Elementary, and taught 
second-grade students. 

My next step is to find an employment opportunity 
that will allow me to grow professionally and where 
I can learn new skills, take on new challenges, and 
advance my career. 

I would like to express my gratitude to Christie Olsen, 
Christina Musselman, and Dr. Lowder for continuously 
providing me with support and encouragement 
throughout my journey as an educator. Thank you 
for always believing in me and motivating me to grow 
and develop my skills. Your guidance and mentorship 
were truly impactful, and I appreciate all that you have 
done for me. 

Allyssa Jebrail in her resident classroom at Ashton Ranch 
Middle School
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