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By Runqi

Hello 
everyone, 
my name 

is Runqi, and I am 
from China. As a 
freshman in 2019, 
when I �rst visited 
Lake Havasu, I felt 
a brand-new feel-
ing that I had not 
experienced before. 
�is is like a resort 
town!

ASU Lake 
Havasu is in the 
center of this small 
town, and you can 
see Lake Havasu 
from a distance 
when you live in 
a dormitory. �e 
overall atmosphere 
of the school is very quiet, but there are also many 
activities. �is photo was taken when I went to the 
Grand Canyon last time. �e Grand Canyon is de�-
nitely one of the most worthwhile places in life.

�e school’s activities are very rich, from the col-
lective of the autumn vacation to the Grand Canyon 
to the Chinese New Year’s Las Vegas tour. I believe 
there will be more activities waiting in the future.

ASU teachers are serious and responsible. Here 
you can treat them as friends without being shy. Our 
classmates come from all parts of the world, from 
Europe to Asia. �is diversity gives me the opportu-
nity to think about the di�erences between di�erent 
cultures. At the same time, I also have more oppor-
tunities to learn about my prejudices and misunder-
standings.

My Experience at 
ASU Lake Havasu
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By Tianjie Hu

As a person who never traveled abroad before, tak-
ing my �rst step as studying at a US university for 
four years appears to be overwhelming and im-

possible. Comparing to most other international students, 
I have a lack of experience, and my communication skills 
in English are relatively weak. And sadly, there’s no way to 
compensate for that, but to constantly practice.

Taking the �rst step is di�cult; I need to make con-
nections with another language that I barely used, sign 

up for the activities I am not familiar with, and commu-
nicate with people from various foreign cultures—most 
of them I only know from textbooks and Wikipedia. 
Our school director, Dr. Raymond van Der Riet, helped 
me the most. He is always patient with every student, 
especially international. As a person who also lived in a 
foreign country, Raymond can understand what we are 
struggling with and encourage us in his unique ways.

By taking the �rst step, I am starting to feel more com-
fortable with other professors as well. I think this is the 
unique part about ASU Lake Havasu, which is that you 
can make close connections with professors that you won’t 
even imagine. �ey will be more than just your professors. 
�ey will become your friends, your mentors, and your 
close companions and help you to �nd your success, both 
in your academic performance and in your personal life.

Runqi at the Grand Canyon Tianjie Hu [right] with Dr. Michael Shreeves [le�]
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Graduate Profile:
Austen Cowper

Born and 
raised 
in Lake 

Havasu City, 
Austen, son of 
local Lake Havasu 
City resident 
Mark Cowper, 
was always an 
ambitious young 
man. He embarked 
on many activities 
in his young life 
that would lay the 
groundwork for his bright future. Austen was 
very active with activities and sports. Growing 
up, he enjoyed hiking, paddle boarding, shooting 
and scuba diving, He was a volunteer at the 
Western Arizona Humane Society, the Lake 
Havasu Rodeo Grounds for 10 years, and a 
Big Brother for 4 years, as well as working as a 
lifeguard and swim instructor at the Lake Havasu  

Aquatic Center. 
Austen was also 
a member of the 
Lake Havasu 
Police Explorers 
Post 93 for 4 
years. 

In 2017, he 
graduated from 
Lake Havasu 
High School 
where he was 
awarded an 
academic 

scholarship to ASU Tempe. During his time at 
ASU Tempe, he was a member of ROTC. The 
ROTC program (Reserve Officers’ Training 
Corp), was another stepping stone to his future 
military career.

Fast forward to 2021. Austen graduated in 
May, Magna Cum Laude from ASU Tempe. He 
majored in Construction Management and he 
minored in Military Leadership. He received 
the Chief of Naval Operations distinguished 
graduate award upon commissioning on May 5, 
2021. 

Austen was assigned to the USS Portland LPD 
27 out of San Diego, CA. After graduation from 
ASU Tempe, he reported to the Basic Division 
Officer Course and upon completion will attend 
the Junior Office of the deck.

Every semester, ASU at Lake Havasu greets 
students from all over the world who 

are eager to dive into accomplishing their 
academic goals, and this year is no exception. 
Welcome Rabiya Gupta, a freshman at ASU at 
Lake Havasu.

Rabiya is 19-year-
old student 
majoring in 
Biology, with a 
specific interest in 
precision medicine 
and genomic 
s e q u e n c i n g . 
Rabiya also loves 
studying Human 
Anatomy and 

Physiology, and she says that she feels like a 
“detective with a magnifying glass trying to 
find out what is happening inside the human 
body, which is a universe on its own.”
Rabiya came all the way here from incredible 
and diverse India. There are many things about 
her homeland to love, but for Rabiya, its nature 
and especially people hold special place in her 
heart. Indian people, as Rabiya said, are very 
accommodating—no matter what, they will 
always greet you with hospitality and respect. 
Moreover, due to high disparities and division 
of resources, Indians are often called jugadu, 
which means being good at makeshift. Rabiya 
believes that Indians can find solutions and 
ways out of everything and easily adapt to any 
surroundings. No wonder Rabiya adapted so 
quickly and smoothly to her new environment, 

although she admits 
that there are a few little 
things that she is still 
struggling with such 
as food and product 
assortment in stores.
Rabiya always wanted 
to attend ASU, but 
when she found out 
about Lake Havasu, she made her final 
decision. She mentions that small classrooms 
with active learning, a small community, and 
independence are what she was looking for. 
After graduation, Rabiya plans to work in 
precision medicine research and then shift to 
the healthcare industry to work as a genetic 
counselor.
It is very inspiring to be around such ambitious 
people, and we are wishing Rabiya good luck 
with her studies!

Freshman Profile: Rabiya Gupta
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