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ASU@Lake Havasu provides a residence hall for its 
students located near the campus itself. In addition 
to a good location, students here can enjoy all the 

comfort of air conditioning, private showers, microwaves, 
and refrigerators. They also have an opportunity to cook 
by themselves in a room called the Common Room. 
The kitchen there has all it takes to prepare a good dish. 
Moreover, all the students have laundry services for free. All 
of that makes the experience of living in ASU’s residence 
hall unforgettable.

Some of the students shared their thoughts on living in 
the residence hall:

“I have been living in the dorms for two semesters. The 
first time I came here in January 2020, I was surprised by our 
campus. It’s small yet convenient because everything is within 
walking distance. Rooms are big and comfortable enough to 
live together with a roommate. My favorite thing about our 
residence hall is that each room has a bathroom and back 
room. Big campuses rarely have this privilege. People here 
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Living in the Residence Hall at 
ASU@Lake Havasu

are very friendly and helpful, especially to freshmen. Another 
thing I noticed is that residence hall is actually quiet. There 
are not many parties here, and it’s great, personally, because 
no one distracts you from studying in your room. We also 
have a common room with a kitchen, I love cooking there. 
Living in dorms is surely an amazing experience.”

—Danelle Ospanova
“It’s my fourth semester living in the dorm, and 

it’s definitely been a pleasant experience! I enjoy the 
atmosphere of basically living with all your friends and 
being able to ask for help whenever you need it or just hang 
out and spend free time together. Our rooms are only a 
couple of minutes away from all campus buildings, which is 
very convenient if you tend to sleep in till the last available 
second like I do. They are also quite spacious; you get to 
decorate them as much as you like, and you even get your 
own restroom which is quite rare for dorms. Another great 
feature we have here is the common room, where we often 
make food and watch movies.”

—Inna Yakhontova
“It is my second semester living at the dorms, and I can cer-

tainly say that it has been such a great experience so far. Each 
campus building is so close that you can easily be there in less 
than five minutes. Our residence hall has everything we need to 
live comfortably and focus on studies. I think the most impor-
tant things are respect and cooperation among students living 
here so we can all make our dorms better. Also, we have RAs in 
our residence hall, so we can always seek help from them.”

—Assylbek Ali

Featuring single- and double-occupancy rooms with Wi-Fi, cable, 
and laundry facilities, the Havasu Residence hall is just steps away 
from campus resources, classrooms and professors. It is also next 
to the fitness center.

Assylbek Ali studies in his res hall room. [Inset] The residence hall 
is home to most of ASU@Lake Havasu’s international population. 
About half the res hall students are international.

ASU@Lake Havasu’s Sparky Received 
the Coveted Sparky Scholarship

Each college has its own mascot that 
represents the spirit of that college. ASU is 
not an exception: Sparky is ASU’s mascot, 

officially known as a sun devil. He always shows 
up at every ASU event to spread the college spirit 
everywhere. That is why ASU@Lake Havasu is 
lucky to have its own Sparky! As our campus is 
located in a city with a beautiful lake, we have a 
lot of lakeside events, where Sparky is the most 
expected. 

 However, to bring Sparky to event, one of the 
students needs to be employed to be Sparky for his 
or her campus. Luckily, ASU at Lake Havasu has 
found its Sparky two years ago, and that student 
(whose identity must remain a mystery) has been 
fulfilling Sparky’s responsibilities with joy since 
that time. This year, this student has received a 
scholarship called “Sparky Scholarship.” The Anna 
and Brian Wales Sparky Scholarship was created 
to financially support the students who represent 
ASU as Sparky. This scholarship opportunity is for 
current undergraduate students who serve as Sparky 
for at least one semester. Anna and Brian Wales 
see how Sparky takes care of our community, and 
they want to take care of the students who fulfill 
such a vital role to ASU and in the community. 
There are 11 individuals who get to play the role of 
Sparky (throughout all ASU  campuses), including 
our very own! Of the 11 students, 3 were selected 
to receive the scholarship. Sparky had to submit a 
video explaining what it means to be a Sun Devil 
and the importance of Sparky’s appearances in the 
community. After that, our Sparky was selected to 
receive that great opportunity for all his hard work 
for our campus.

 As it was mentioned, Sparky’s main 
responsibility is spreading a school spirit whenever 
he makes an appearance in all weather conditions, 
which is especially tough due to extreme heat 
in Arizona. Our current Sparky has the honor to 

actually be the very first Sparky of the Lake Havasu 
campus selected two years ago. During all these 
years, he has been enjoying the time being Sparky 
as he could clearly see how he is affecting college 
life.

 According to that student, he has a lot of 
favorite parts about being our Sparky. He is really 
outgoing person, and that is why he likes to engage 
with faculty, staff, and students and get them 
excited during all the events. More that everything, 
our Sparky just loves to be with the crowd, feel 
that energy of  college events, and be a center 
for that spirit. The fact that he fulfills Sparky’s 
responsibilities with love and happiness likely 
helped him to receive so well-deserved scholarship. 
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Once a year, there is a time when 
people dress up in scary, cool, and 
funny costumes. They wear face 

masks or apply makeup to make themselves 
look more realistic. Often, they knock on 
their neighbors’ doors and say, “trick or 
treat!” Now, everyone can guess which 
holiday it is. It’s Halloween! Many people 
eagerly anticipate this day throughout 
the entire year. The students at Arizona 
State University in Lake Havasu were no 
exception.

In Dr. Leepsa Nabaghan Madhabika’s CIS 105 Computer 
Applications and Information Technology class, students 
arrived wearing costumes. From angel wings to Korean 
school uniforms, the students wore outfits that resonated 
with their unique personalities. They appeared to be 
thoroughly enjoying this once-a-year event. Not only 
students but also Dr. Madhabika herself joined in the 
celebration. She was dressed in a costume adorned with 
pumpkin, ghost, and witch prints. With Dr. Madhabika 
distributing chocolates, the class began with warm laughter.

Halloween is special to everyone, but it holds extra 
significance for these students. In Dr. Madhabika’s class, 
most students come from all around the world. The students 
represent nations such as Bangladesh, China, India, South 
Korea, Japan, Kazakhstan, Malaysia, Nepal, Uzbekistan, 
and Vietnam. Indeed, it is a class with an international 
spirit. Due to cultural differences, it was some students’ 
first time celebrating Halloween.

Halloween at Lake Havasu  
by Jihyun Kim

Jihyun Kim, a student from South 
Korea, shared, “It’s my first time wearing 
a Halloween costume to school. I chose 
my Korean middle school uniform because 
it represents my identity the best. Before 
coming to class, I was nervous, thinking I 
might be the only one dressed in a costume. 
However, when I entered the classroom, I 
saw my fellow students in creative costumes. 
Today is the day that helps me forget all the 
stress from midterms!”

Her experience beautifully captures the essence of 
Halloween, where the unfamiliar becomes a source of 
excitement, and a day of festivities erases the weight of 
midterms. This international spirit and the power of shared 
traditions make Halloween not just a holiday but a global 
celebration that brings people closer together, regardless 
of their native country. Even in an academic setting, such 
as Dr. Madhabika’s CIS 105 class, the spirit of Halloween 
can foster a sense of 
togetherness and cultural 
exchange. It’s a reminder 
that in the midst of our 
differences, there are 
universal moments of joy, 
laughter, and connection, 
like those experienced 
during Halloween.


