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ASU@Lake Havasu provides a residence hall for its 
students located near the campus itself. In addition 
to a good location, students here can enjoy all the 

comfort of air conditioning, private showers, microwaves, 

by themselves in a room called the Common Room. 

Moreover, all the students have laundry services for free. All 
of that makes the experience of living in ASU’s residence 
hall unforgettable.

Some of the students shared their thoughts on living in 
the residence hall:

campus. It’s small yet convenient because everything is within 
walking distance. Rooms are big and comfortable enough to 
live together with a roommate. My favorite thing about our 
residence hall is that each room has a bathroom and back 
room. Big campuses rarely have this privilege. People here 

11489626

Living in the Residence Hall at 
ASU@Lake Havasu

are very friendly and helpful, especially to freshmen. Another 

are not many parties here, and it’s great, personally, because 
no one distracts you from studying in your room. We also 
have a common room with a kitchen, I love cooking there. 
Living in dorms is surely an amazing experience.”

—Danelle Ospanova
“It’s my fourth semester living in the dorm, and 

atmosphere of basically living with all your friends and 
being able to ask for help whenever you need it or just hang 
out and spend free time together. Our rooms are only a 
couple of minutes away from all campus buildings, which is 
very convenient if you tend to sleep in till the last available 

decorate them as much as you like, and you even get your 
own restroom which is quite rare for dorms. Another great 

make food and watch movies.”
—Inna Yakhontova

“It is my second semester living at the dorms, and I can cer-
tainly say that it has been such a great experience so far. Each 
campus building is so close that you can easily be there in less 

live comfortably and focus on studies. I think the most impor-
tant things are respect and cooperation among students living 
here so we can all make our dorms better. Also, we have RAs in 
our residence hall, so we can always seek help from them.”

—Assylbek Ali

Featuring single- and double-occupancy rooms with Wi-Fi, cable, 
and laundry facilities, the Havasu Residence hall is just steps away 
from campus resources, classrooms and professors. It is also next 

is home to most of ASU@Lake Havasu’s international population. 
About half the res hall students are international.
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HavasuStartup Business Plan Competition 
Information Session Held by ASU

By Jessica Arndt

Panel Members Ms. Andrea Helart,  
Dr. Cristen Mann, and Dr. Leepsa Nabaghan Madhabika  
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ASU Lake Havasu hosted an information session on November 14 
for the 5th annual HavaStartup Business Plan competition. 

HavaStartup is organized by ASU at Lake Havasu business faculty Dr. 
Leepsa Madhabika, partnered with the Lake Havasu Chamber Foundation 
for Education and Leadership (LHCFEL) and Better Business Bureau 
(BBB). The information session was open to the public and explained 
competition eligibility, guidelines, and mentoring and volunteering 
opportunities, and it ended with a Q&A. HavaStarup is organized to 
encourage local entrepreneurs to share their innovative ideas and connect 
with mentors, and the winner receives a cash prize to help finance their 
business goals. The panel at the HavaStartup information session consisted 
of Dr. Leepsa Madhabika, Andrea Helart, and Dr. Cristen Mann. 

Ms. Helart was the winner of the HavaStartup in a previous year, is 
currently the CEO/President of the Lake Havasu Chamber of Commerce, 
and Founder of Ulu Consulting. She shared the application process with 
the audience–providing her personal experience to help the idea of 
growing a business. “I never had a whole lot of direction on how to build 
my overall business plan. I really just needed someone to sit down with me 
and tell me I’m on track,” she said to the audience. The access to mentors in 
this competition provides new entrepreneurs and growing business owners 
a unique and valuable opportunity to learn from people who have been in 
their shoes and provides guidance for their businesses. Ms. Helart used 
the prize money to build her business’ website, Ulu Consulting. The prize 
money can serve as a “financial push to grow your business,” she shared. 
Participants were encouraged to do their research, such as learning the 
city’s demographics, doing their market research, and understanding their 
target audiences. 

Setting up and running a business is a challenging task that requires 
passion, dedication, and resilience. While many individuals embark on 
the entrepreneurial journey with ambitious goals and dreams, a significant 
number find themselves falling short of their business objectives. The 
primary obstacle hindering their success is not a lack of skills or resources, 
but rather, an intangible force–fear. When speaking on a participant’s fears 
of getting started, Ms. Helart replied, “There’s a lot of people who don’t 
reach out to mentors because maybe they’re introverts and more nervous 
about asking for help. Please get over that. We want to help and make you 
successful.” Through guidance from mentors, this competition can help 
business owners grow their businesses. Our community is the perfect place 
to jumpstart business endeavors–Arizona is among the top ten states with 
the fastest growing small businesses, and with the LHCFEL, along with the 
BBB and ASU coming together to organize events such as the HavaStartup, 
we will continue to see positive economic growth in the community of Lake 
Havasu City through encouraging and motivating our local entrepreneurs.

Online Registration period is between Tues. Nov 14th at 6:00 pm - Fri, Jan. 
19th, 2024, 5pm. If you want to know more about the competition, please 
visit https://havasu.asu.edu/havastartup
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