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By Runqi

Hello 
everyone, 
my name 

is Runqi, and I am 
from China. As a 
freshman in 2019, 
when I �rst visited 
Lake Havasu, I felt 
a brand-new feel-
ing that I had not 
experienced before. 
�is is like a resort 
town!

ASU Lake 
Havasu is in the 
center of this small 
town, and you can 
see Lake Havasu 
from a distance 
when you live in 
a dormitory. �e 
overall atmosphere 
of the school is very quiet, but there are also many 
activities. �is photo was taken when I went to the 
Grand Canyon last time. �e Grand Canyon is de�-
nitely one of the most worthwhile places in life.

�e school’s activities are very rich, from the col-
lective of the autumn vacation to the Grand Canyon 
to the Chinese New Year’s Las Vegas tour. I believe 
there will be more activities waiting in the future.

ASU teachers are serious and responsible. Here 
you can treat them as friends without being shy. Our 
classmates come from all parts of the world, from 
Europe to Asia. �is diversity gives me the opportu-
nity to think about the di�erences between di�erent 
cultures. At the same time, I also have more oppor-
tunities to learn about my prejudices and misunder-
standings.

My Experience at 
ASU Lake Havasu
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By Tianjie Hu

As a person who never traveled abroad before, tak-
ing my �rst step as studying at a US university for 
four years appears to be overwhelming and im-

possible. Comparing to most other international students, 
I have a lack of experience, and my communication skills 
in English are relatively weak. And sadly, there’s no way to 
compensate for that, but to constantly practice.

Taking the �rst step is di�cult; I need to make con-
nections with another language that I barely used, sign 

up for the activities I am not familiar with, and commu-
nicate with people from various foreign cultures—most 
of them I only know from textbooks and Wikipedia. 
Our school director, Dr. Raymond van Der Riet, helped 
me the most. He is always patient with every student, 
especially international. As a person who also lived in a 
foreign country, Raymond can understand what we are 
struggling with and encourage us in his unique ways.

By taking the �rst step, I am starting to feel more com-
fortable with other professors as well. I think this is the 
unique part about ASU Lake Havasu, which is that you 
can make close connections with professors that you won’t 
even imagine. �ey will be more than just your professors. 
�ey will become your friends, your mentors, and your 
close companions and help you to �nd your success, both 
in your academic performance and in your personal life.

Runqi at the Grand Canyon Tianjie Hu [right] with Dr. Michael Shreeves [le�]
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OPINION: Online Education as a  
Good Variation for a Freshman

by Sofiia Zaitseva

Life is a rather unpredictable thing. About this time last year, due to unforeseen circumstances, many 
people had to change their everyday lifestyle. Students, including me, had to switch to an unusual 
learning style–remote. I dare to prove not only that this type of learning is not so bad, but that being 

an online student has its advantages. I am a freshman here at Arizona State University in Lake Havasu City. 
Even though this university is located quite far away from where I come from, Ukraine, there were reasons 
why I chose ASU@Lake Havasu. First of all, I was impressed by quality of education. ASU@Lake Havasu is a 
university with an immersive education and unity with professors and other students. Moreover, knowledge 
on this campus in Lake Havasu is much more cost effective than the average rate of universities. Unfortunately, 
due the pandemic conditions, it became much more difficult for students to attend lessons in person, most of 
the time in Ukraine we had a lockdown, which at first did not allow me to come to the campus.
Thanks to ASU@Lake Havasu, I had the opportunity to meet incredibly interesting people, even though we 
were in different parts of the world! We were not bothered by different time zones and locations, and because 
of the various group tasks and the ability of professors to unite the class, it did not make us feel “different” from 
the students sitting in the class. Activities, such as discussion boards can help us learn something from other 
students. Group assignments, for example in sociology, had us dissertate different topics and analyze others’ 
points of view which gave me an opportunity to collaborate with the whole class and unite.
Unfortunately, I was not particularly able to take part in various in-person activities ASU provides such as 
Environmental Community Outreach, sport tournaments like ping pong and pool, or different clubs, for 
example, theatre or criminal justice. On the other hand, it did not stop me at all from accepting the opportunity 
of the professors to write a little article in the university newspaper about my experience of online learning. 
I took the opportunity to make friends with both in-person and online students and teachers. I am also able 
to choose my future, owing gratitude 
to special people, who give their full 
attention to make me feel as comfortable 
and confident as possible in my choice 
about my future education, who I want 
to become, and job. I also took part in 
GMP, which stands for Global Mentor 
Program, a group that helps and supports 
international students at ASU, which 
really helped me to make friends with 
other students from different campuses 
in ASU and sort out organizational 
questions, like filling the documents 
or just answering my questions. I find 
that remote education is not as different 
from in-person learning.

We are all together, even though we are in different parts of the world.

Internship Experience in an Accounting Firm: 
Learning and Growing

By: Jingjing Chen

ASU Today (White Sheet)

I am Jingjing Chen, a Business Administration student graduating this fall 2023 semester. This is my final semester and 
before graduating, and I had the opportunity to do an internship at Metro Tax & Financial Service Inc., an accounting 
firm. This was my first internship experience, and it was incredibly valuable. 

Throughout the semester, I learned a lot at the accounting firm and was able to relate some of what I learned in school to my 
internship. I was also able to gain valuable hands-on experience in a professional setting. I thought I would share my journey 
and experience to motivate future students to get those learning experiences at internships.

During my internship, I encountered tasks that I hadn't previously learned about in my undergraduate studies, such as 
taxation which is really an important topic. This initially led to some confusion, but through thorough explanations from 
my supervisor, I gained valuable knowledge and a deeper understanding of the subject.

During my internship, my main tasks and responsibilities were to work closely with company executives on various projects 
related to human resources, marketing, tax processing, finance, and general administrative office tasks. One of my main 
responsibilities involved assisting accountants in organizing documents for faster retrieval. This included a new project 
aimed at consolidating information scattered across different software platforms, saving accountants significant time 
searching for relevant data. Additionally, the organization was undergoing website conversion to improve efficiency and 
data consistency. Previously, information was dispersed across various websites, leading to potential inconsistencies due 
to asynchronous updates. The new software centralized all information, ensuring its accuracy and accessibility, further 
enhancing team productivity. This responsibility taught me the importance of database management. Apart from it, I 
learned about SWOT, SMART goals, bookkeeping, handling clients’ taxes, and using Excel effectively.

My external site supervisor at the CPA firm and I have 
learned a lot under her guidance to work effectively, and 
she is the person who introduced me to tax processing. My 
faculty mentor was Dr. Leepsa Madhabika for the OGL 484 
internship course. I meet with my faculty mentor and discuss 
the internship at an external site, and she provides additional 
guidance on how to do well at the external internship site and 
required skills to improve.

Overall, this internship provided a valuable learning 
experience. Despite initially encountering unfamiliar aspects, 
I gained substantial knowledge and improved my ability to 
connect theoretical concepts with practical applications. 
This experience also broadened my knowledge base and 
helped me refine my future career aspirations. While having a 
predetermined direction is beneficial, internship experiences 
can provide insights that shape and solidify future goals. 
Experience in an internship can help students achieve the 
specific future direction they want. I think sometimes during 
the internship process, if you like this aspect, it can better help 
you determine your future direction. This way, you can gain 
a deeper, more detailed understanding of the industry and 
conduct more in-depth research.


