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ASU@Lake Havasu provides a residence hall for its 
students located near the campus itself. In addition 
to a good location, students here can enjoy all the 

comfort of air conditioning, private showers, microwaves, 
and refrigerators. They also have an opportunity to cook 
by themselves in a room called the Common Room. 
The kitchen there has all it takes to prepare a good dish. 
Moreover, all the students have laundry services for free. All 
of that makes the experience of living in ASU’s residence 
hall unforgettable.

Some of the students shared their thoughts on living in 
the residence hall:

“I have been living in the dorms for two semesters. The 
first time I came here in January 2020, I was surprised by our 
campus. It’s small yet convenient because everything is within 
walking distance. Rooms are big and comfortable enough to 
live together with a roommate. My favorite thing about our 
residence hall is that each room has a bathroom and back 
room. Big campuses rarely have this privilege. People here 
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Living in the Residence Hall at 
ASU@Lake Havasu

are very friendly and helpful, especially to freshmen. Another 
thing I noticed is that residence hall is actually quiet. There 
are not many parties here, and it’s great, personally, because 
no one distracts you from studying in your room. We also 
have a common room with a kitchen, I love cooking there. 
Living in dorms is surely an amazing experience.”

—Danelle Ospanova
“It’s my fourth semester living in the dorm, and 

it’s definitely been a pleasant experience! I enjoy the 
atmosphere of basically living with all your friends and 
being able to ask for help whenever you need it or just hang 
out and spend free time together. Our rooms are only a 
couple of minutes away from all campus buildings, which is 
very convenient if you tend to sleep in till the last available 
second like I do. They are also quite spacious; you get to 
decorate them as much as you like, and you even get your 
own restroom which is quite rare for dorms. Another great 
feature we have here is the common room, where we often 
make food and watch movies.”

—Inna Yakhontova
“It is my second semester living at the dorms, and I can cer-

tainly say that it has been such a great experience so far. Each 
campus building is so close that you can easily be there in less 
than five minutes. Our residence hall has everything we need to 
live comfortably and focus on studies. I think the most impor-
tant things are respect and cooperation among students living 
here so we can all make our dorms better. Also, we have RAs in 
our residence hall, so we can always seek help from them.”

—Assylbek Ali

Featuring single- and double-occupancy rooms with Wi-Fi, cable, 
and laundry facilities, the Havasu Residence hall is just steps away 
from campus resources, classrooms and professors. It is also next 
to the fitness center.

Assylbek Ali studies in his res hall room. [Inset] The residence hall 
is home to most of ASU@Lake Havasu’s international population. 
About half the res hall students are international.

ASU: A Good Choice for Local Students 
By: Katrina O’Connell
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Hello, My name is Katrina O’Connell. I was born and raised in Lake Havasu City, and my family has been living here 
since 1972. I was in the National Honors Society for about 6 years and graduated on the principal’s honor roll from Lake 
Havasu High School. During my senior year, most of my classes were online, so when I had to transition back to in-

person classes, it was a challenge at first. Luckily, the ASU staff made the process easy for my first semester.

I am currently a freshman in the communication program at ASU at Lake Havasu. I am not sure what I want to do as a career, but I 
know I will have a lot of opportunities with this degree. At first, my peers thought I was crazy to stay in town for college. Most of my 
friends went to the three other campuses in Arizona: U of A, NAU, and ASU in Tempe. I stayed here mainly because I didn’t know 
what the mask mandates were going to be at other campuses, and I didn’t want to spend a ton of money just to be stuck in a dorm. 
Another bonus was that tuition here was less than at the other colleges. Since most of the people I graduated with moved to other 
campuses, I was able to meet new people, many from outside the United States, who came to ASU at Lake Havasu.  

At first I was doubting my decision, but as I stay here and meet new people, I know I made the right one. Every semester, I meet 
more teachers and more of my peers. The longer I stay, the more comfortable I become  with everyone and the campus. The ASU 
community is so welcoming and understanding. I love how the campus and the classes are small, so I am one of ten instead of one of 
two hundred. I would recommend that students at the local high school consider enrolling at ASU at Lake Havasu for at least a year 
or two so they not only save money but also meet some new people from around the world.

Meet Ribka and Farah, two energetic Business 
Administration students here at Arizona State 

University. Our path for growth through the Fundamentals of 
Finance (FIN 300) class was transformational; therefore, we 
would like to share some of our experiences with everyone. 
FIN 300 is one of the best classes we took here at Arizona 
State University. As Business Administration students, we’ve 
learned a lot from the class including but not limited to Excel, 
case studies, and problem sets. Our class was engaging and 
full of a variety of activities and learning styles. Our professor, 
Dr. Leepsa Madhabika did a great job at pushing us to get 
the most out of that class. Our favorite part of the class was 
where we did case study discussions and Excel spreadsheets. 
If you’re a business student, you know how Excel is important 
in business as we need to use it in the accounting and finance 
section in our career lives. The case studies made us research 
ethical cases, watch different films about it, and read articles 
that happened in real life. The subprime mortgage crisis case 
study, for instance, was about the time when lenders were 
lending money to borrowers who did not qualify for it and 
who had low credit scores. They were falsifying documents 

and tricking borrowers into taking the loan and in the end the 
borrowers were unable to pay the money back, so they were 
charged the highest interest rate. The case dives deep into 
the ethical issues and talks about different legal and financial 
terms. We learned a lot from this and many other cases so 
that we do not make the same mistakes in our future business 
lives. Ethical business cases taught us to prioritize ethical 
decision-making, develop critical thinking, acquire legal and 
financial knowledge, recognize predatory behavior, promote 
ethical practices, and learn from past mistakes to build a more 
responsible business future.

The other cool thing we love about this class is the Excel 
Spreadsheet activity we do every class. We remember our 
first Excel assignment—we were all confused, we didn’t 
know what to do and we had the misconception that Excel 
is challenging. However, we made significant progress over 
time. By the end of the semester, we are confident in using 
Excel, a valuable computer skill. The things we learned in this 
class are really useful for our internships too, since we both 
work in businesses.

Insights from our Finance class
By Ribka Shewamare and Farah Amer
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