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ASU@Lake Havasu provides a residence hall for its 
students located near the campus itself. In addition 
to a good location, students here can enjoy all the 

comfort of air conditioning, private showers, microwaves, 
and refrigerators. They also have an opportunity to cook 
by themselves in a room called the Common Room. 
The kitchen there has all it takes to prepare a good dish. 
Moreover, all the students have laundry services for free. All 
of that makes the experience of living in ASU’s residence 
hall unforgettable.

Some of the students shared their thoughts on living in 
the residence hall:

“I have been living in the dorms for two semesters. The 
first time I came here in January 2020, I was surprised by our 
campus. It’s small yet convenient because everything is within 
walking distance. Rooms are big and comfortable enough to 
live together with a roommate. My favorite thing about our 
residence hall is that each room has a bathroom and back 
room. Big campuses rarely have this privilege. People here 
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are very friendly and helpful, especially to freshmen. Another 
thing I noticed is that residence hall is actually quiet. There 
are not many parties here, and it’s great, personally, because 
no one distracts you from studying in your room. We also 
have a common room with a kitchen, I love cooking there. 
Living in dorms is surely an amazing experience.”

—Danelle Ospanova
“It’s my fourth semester living in the dorm, and 

it’s definitely been a pleasant experience! I enjoy the 
atmosphere of basically living with all your friends and 
being able to ask for help whenever you need it or just hang 
out and spend free time together. Our rooms are only a 
couple of minutes away from all campus buildings, which is 
very convenient if you tend to sleep in till the last available 
second like I do. They are also quite spacious; you get to 
decorate them as much as you like, and you even get your 
own restroom which is quite rare for dorms. Another great 
feature we have here is the common room, where we often 
make food and watch movies.”

—Inna Yakhontova
“It is my second semester living at the dorms, and I can cer-

tainly say that it has been such a great experience so far. Each 
campus building is so close that you can easily be there in less 
than five minutes. Our residence hall has everything we need to 
live comfortably and focus on studies. I think the most impor-
tant things are respect and cooperation among students living 
here so we can all make our dorms better. Also, we have RAs in 
our residence hall, so we can always seek help from them.”

—Assylbek Ali

Featuring single- and double-occupancy rooms with Wi-Fi, cable, 
and laundry facilities, the Havasu Residence hall is just steps away 
from campus resources, classrooms and professors. It is also next 
to the fitness center.

Assylbek Ali studies in his res hall room. [Inset] The residence hall 
is home to most of ASU@Lake Havasu’s international population. 
About half the res hall students are international.

The evening of March 22nd brought a lively 
celebration to Arizona State University’s Lake 
Havasu campus with the Holi Festival of Colors. 
This event was a true high point of the spring 

season, where students from various countries came 
together in a display of unity and fun.

I joined the celebration at 7:15 PM, and the energy was 
already high. Students from Nepal, Pakistan, Bangladesh, 
Japan, Turkmenistan, Kazakhstan, and the USA mingled 
together, each person adding to the splash of colors that 
painted the scene. Right away, I was greeted with a burst 
of colors and water, signaling that the festivities were in 
full swing.

Throughout the evening, colors flew through the air 
against a backdrop of genuine laughter. Everyone was 
in motion, running around and trying to splash colors 
on each other in a friendly game. In the midst of it all, 
a soccer ball got into play, adding a spontaneous match 
to the already vibrant event. The blend of sport and 
celebration showed just how effortlessly different forms 
of joy could merge into one shared experience.

The importance of Holi in bringing people together was 
clear. A student from ASU Lake Havasu Rabiya Gupta 
expressed a sentiment many felt: “Celebrating Holi here 
at ASU Lake Havasu makes us feel like we belong, no 
matter our origins. It’s as if we’ve managed to bring a 
slice of home with us.” This heartfelt statement captured 
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the essence of what it meant for international students to 
join in a festival so far from home.

More than just fun and games, the festival served as a 
cultural gathering. It was an evening filled with learning 
about different traditions, with traditional music enriching 
the ambiance and stories about Holi’s significance adding 
depth to the celebration. Holi is the Hindu festival of 
colors and is celebrated to mark the start of spring in 
India, Nepal, and other South Asian countries. 

As the event drew to a close, the evidence of the day’s 
merrymaking was visible on every colorful face and 
stained shirt. It was a clear sign of a day well spent, and 
the organizers took pride in the successful blending of 
cultures and the collective joy that was evident.

The photo taken from that night shows a group of 
students, elated and united in their celebration. It’s more 
than a mere picture; it represents the shared heritage and 
happiness that the festival brought to the campus. It was 
a clear depiction of how cultural traditions like Holi can 
create a sense of community and mutual respect among 
students from diverse backgrounds.

ASU Lake Havasu’s Holi festival was an unforgettable 
gathering, where joy was shared freely and the warmth 
of spring was celebrated by all. It served as a powerful 
reminder that, regardless of where we come from, we all 
appreciate times of festivity, friendship, and the shared 
human spirit of springtime happiness.
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South Asian Community Celebrating Holi

A Splash of Joy: ASU Students Embrace the Spirit of Holi


